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Thank you for your letter of 28 October, on behalf of the Public Petitions Committee, 
seeking the Scottish Government’s views on the introduction of decriminalised 
parking offences and the possible implication these may have to the sudden 
increase in parking at dropped kerbs. Your letter also refers to our commitment to 
undertake a review on parking in our legislative programme for this Parliamentary 
session. 

Decriminalised Parking Enforcement (DPE) 

It may be helpful if I explain that Decriminalised Parking Enforcement (DPE) aims to 
ensure compliance with parking controls through transparent, effective enforcement 
to dissuade motorists from breaching these controls, including instances of 
obstructive parking.  In areas with DPE, stationary traffic offences cease to be 
criminal offences enforced by the police and instead become civil penalties enforced 
by local authorities.  Since 1998, 15 out of 32 local authorities in Scotland now have 
DPE powers. 

Under the Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984 local authorities have duties under the 
Act to secure expeditious, convenient and safe movement of traffic.  The 1984 Act 
also requires local authorities to provide suitable and adequate on and off-street 
parking.  As a result of these requirements the Scottish Government’s position is that 
DPE should be used to help local authorities to achieve their duties under the 1984 
Act, and contribute to their overall transport objectives both in Regional and National 
Transport Strategies.  Parking policies are an essential part of a local authority’s 
traffic management strategy and should be designed to manage the traffic network 
effectively, improve or maintain traffic flows, reduce congestion and improve road 
safety.   

The integration of enforcement powers and parking policy also enhances a local 
authority’s accountability to its residents and ensures better monitoring of the 
regime’s effectiveness and value of parking controls to ensure that parking policy is 
responsive to public needs.  However, we are unclear as to the reasons why DPE 
may result in an increase in parking at dropped kerbs as suggested in the committee 
report.    

Parking on pavements and at dropped kerbs 

As you may be aware, in May 2015, Sandra White MSP introduced the Footway 
Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill.  However, following its introduction there 
were significant concerns surrounding the Bill, in particular, the statement of the 
Presiding Officer, who explained, in her view, that the Member’s Bill was out-with the 
legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament.   

During the Local Government & Regeneration Committee’s scrutiny of Ms White’s 
Bill, the Scottish Government highlighted its support for the general principles of her 
Bill, which sought the freedom of movement for all pedestrians by protecting their 
rights and safety by prohibiting parking on pavements, at dropped kerbs and double 



parking.  These principles align with our strategic transport objective of improving 
accessibility. 

Although, Ms White’s Bill sought to clarify legislation surrounding pavement parking, 
parking adjacent to drop kerbs and double parking, it was acknowledged by a 
number of key stakeholders that further detailed work and engagement was 
required.  As such, the Scottish Government made a commitment in March 2016 to 
the Scottish Parliament that we would undertake a full review and stakeholder 
consultation on parking in the new Parliamentary session. 

Scottish Government Review on parking 

The stakeholder consultation, which is expected to be published before the end of 
the year, is considering in detail the complexities surrounding the implementation 
and enforcement of future legislation on banning pavement parking, parking at drop 
kerbs and double parking.   

Earlier this year, we set up a Responsible Parking Stakeholder Working Group to 
help inform the development of the consultation and review.  The stakeholder 
working group, which met for the first time on 24 August, includes representatives 
from a range of organisations, including disability groups, active travel, logistics, and 
local government and motoring organisations.   

The review and consultation builds on the work of Sandra White MSP and others, 
and will inform the development of a Scottish Government Bill, including decisions 
surrounding the timescales for its introduction within this Parliamentary session.  Our 
review is scheduled to be completed by 31 March 2017.   


